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These usages, which are mainly practised by Indian Mussulmans,
and hardly observed in Arabia the mother and fountain-head of
Islam, consist of the existence of the varieties of essential materials
to enumerate which would need elaborate detail. It will on this
account be enough, to say that followers of specific cannonised men
have such festivals in commemoration of the anniversaries of the
saints of the school to which they respectively and individually belong,
and whose memory, as firm adherents, they deem it their duty to
annually cherish.

Mohammedans styling themselves JTadfn'a,* Chishtees,* NukhBh-
bundias,* Saharwardtasf and others, professing to be disciples and fol-
lowers of some particular saints or religious preceptors and leaders of
their schools, alone keep this Z7r$, as indicative of their obedience and
homage to such saints from whom they have received their religious
instruction, for the sect they adhere to.

Following these aspirant Moslems, other believers in Islam, too,
have such celebration in honor of any of their leaders from whom
originates their knowledge of their respective persuasions in Islamaisra.
Others, also strict in their religious proclivities, have such ceremonial
in memory of their parents, teachers, and other elders in the family,
whose position in the tribe happens to be deserving of a synodic
observance of the kind. But none of these anniversary celebrations
do in any way receive sanction from the Koran, nor do the same appear
anywhere as aa authority in any of the ecclesiastical books of faith.

Doctors of Divinity pronounce these rituals as blasphemous
deeds, and hold perpetrators of such actions as sinners. The decisive
view of all doctors is to the effect that, in absence of an authority to
uphold and maintain these usages, and the same being not done at
all in the time of the Prophet and his four Caliphs and immediate
followers, none of whom appear to have done these things themselves,
or licensed their followers for their observances ; these practices, if
continued as they are now, would seriously render the perpetrators
.to the depths and abysses of miseries, troubles, and difficulties in the
world to come, when they would be severely taken to task, and severely

* For these sects of Moslems see the foot-notes and the line IS of the
page 17.